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Overview

Intellectual property (IP) pertains to creations of the human intellect, it comprises majorly of
patents, industrial designs, copyright and trademark. IP right provides exclusive rights to the
owners, proprietors, inventors and creators of works/innovation in order to reap commercial
benefits and fully utilize from their creative efforts or reputation for a given period.

It is settled that IP play a vital role in the modern economy. IP rights encourage innovation
and creativity in all areas, including the development of eco-friendly technologies, products
and services. There is no gainsaying that innovation should be given outstanding importance
so that companies and inventors get return on the time, energy, fund and resources
expended in developing ideas and inventions.

This article discusses areas where innovations have, will and ought to encourage a green
today and tomorrow. It explores ways to encourage and manage sustainable growth into the
future, how a stable and effective our IP system can support the dawn of a green economy
that is environmentally friendly. The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is
celebrating this year’s (2020) world IP day with the theme “INNOVATE FOR A GREEN
FUTURE". The campaign strongly supports the use of invention and innovation to create a
better today for a sustainable tomorrow. It explores how innovation and invention play a
vital role in facilitating these developments.

Green future is the event of today to assist for today’s sustainably built for tomorrow. Green
future is all about environmental sustainability. Being able to pass on to the next generation
a development mandate that is maintainable. Green future has also been described as hope
for the future. Innovation and invention are intertwined. Innovators are inventors and
inventors are usually granted patent rights.

In Nigeria, patent is granted to an applicant for any invention that satisfies the requirement
for patent, i.e. if the patent is new, results from inventive activity and is capable of industrial
application; if it constitutes an improvement upon a patent invention and also new, results
from inventive activity and is capable of industrial application. On the other hand, patent
grant cannot be obtained if the invention is in respect of plant or animal varieties or
biological processes to produce plants or animal (other than microbiological process and their
products. Patent will not be granted for an invention that is contrary to public order or
morality. Principles and discoveries of scientific nature are not also recognised as invention
capable of enjoying patent grant in Nigeria and most commonwealth countries. In the world
today, there are eminent professors, engineers, scientists, astronomers, environmentalists,
etc, working on ground-breaking new technologies, designs, ideas that would blow your
minds about the ways to work our developments around the world. In this year’s IP day,
practitioners and the writer encourage inventors, innovators, stakeholder and the general
public to support inventions leading to a green future. Green future implies that the next
generation, our children and grandchildren to live peacefully and enjoy a good and
unhindered environment. A future where the environmental and health pollution is limited
to the minimal. A future that supports life and the living. Green signifies life and events that
support better life and lifestyle. Therefore, the hallmark of this year’s theme is the
encouragement of innovations, inventions, designs, creative ideas that supports a better
environment for all - today and tomorrow.

Patent is an exclusive right granted for an invention or innovation which is a product or
process. The development of biotechnology also, where plant and animal varieties are
allowed under the patent laws of Nigeria to the extent that it does not affect the ethos of
humankind, would enable and expand the IP system to tackle crisis and build a green future.
As the benefits cannot be overemphasised, such as seen in Agriculture with the invention of
technologies that would enhance the production of healthy crops and fruits all year round;

INNOVATE FOR A GREEN FUTURE — NIGERIA April 2020 | 1



NALUKO &:
OYEBODE

environmental biotechnology - Bioremediation the cleansing of polluted environment, to
mention a few.

Researchers/Inventors are encouraged to research and invent machineries and objects to
mitigate the effect of some very useful technologies used today with side effects and are
harmful to the eco-system and humans. They are encouraged to beam their research touch
on useful and ecological friendly technologies.

We are aware that the world is fast forward on the lane of technology bum. There are
underlying effects and consequences of these technologies that makes life easy. Innovate
therefore for a green future. Discussion has been ongoing and there are several fora on the
need for government, organisation and stakeholders to focus on sustainable development —
this is the hallmark of green development. The branches of intellectual property right,
especially patent, industrial design and copyright should be used in the fore-front to
encourage green and sustainable future for the next generations.

Intellectual property and invention play a key role in the bid to creating a green future. All
the technologies and high-powered locomotion in place today are a result of intellectual
activity. There cannot therefore be any green future without the intellectual acumen of
innovators. This is the reason why the green future starts with innovators, inventors and
creators.

Industrial Design is generally the ornamental or aesthetic aspects of a product.
The design of a product acts as a distinguishing factor for branding and signifies the
importance of aesthetic appeal to consumers in the choice of products. Design rights are used
by companies to protect their sustainably produced and eco-friendly goods and services,
which range from furniture, fashion, household items, to all classes of industrial designs. For
instance, in the fashion industry we see growing recognition of the importance of
sustainability and green innovation, particularly in terms of reuse and recycling of textiles.

In 2019, sportswear company Adidas launched Futurecraft.Loop, a “performance running
shoe made to be remade”. Production of this 100 percent recyclable running shoe, the first
of its kind, “is aimed at tackling the problem of plastic waste, enabling a ‘closed loop’ or
circular manufacturing model, where the raw materials can be repurposed again and
again,”'. Design thinking and rights together encourage, support the optimal use of
resources and enable designers to invest their time and talent in creating useful attractive
and eco-friendly products for consumers. The requirements of designs in Nigeria does not
debar the use of eco-friendly designs.

Trademark may be described as a mark, which is used during trade or business, to identify
goods or services emanating from a provider and to distinguish them from those of others.
Using the requirement of trademark companies can make use of device/marks that
encourage an eco-friendly environment building on principles of environmental
sustainability and does not derogates the requirements for registration of a mark in the
country. For example, the addition of words such as “Eco”, “Green” or “Enviro” can be used
to inform customers that a product is environmentally friendly. An instance here is the award-
winning Ecover brand from Belgium, which has a range of products such as laundry liquid,
washing up detergent and hand wash all using biodegradable materials and recycled
packaging.?

" https://news.adidas.com/running/adidas-unlocks-a-circular-future-for-sports-with-futurecraft.loop--a-performance-
running-shoe-made-t/s/c2c22316-0c3e-4e7b-8c32-408ad3178865.
2 https://www.ecover.com/be-fr/
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The IP system encourages the development and application of Al in support of human
progress, including the transition to a green today and tomorrow. The following Examples
of Al applications already shows an eco-friendly environment with green future were it due
importance under IP laws are attached to it or given: see for instance Transportation-traffic
control, Ridesharing Apps Like Uber and Taxify app, and generate fuel savings; Finance-
Fintech, Food & Manufacturing- optimization of manufacturing processes and agricultural
food systems, minimization of food waste (e.g. autonomous agricultural robots, crop and soil
monitoring and predictive systems to anticipate environmental impacts of weather on crop
yields, etc.)., Social Networking- Facebook, Instagram, Whatsapp, Globalmeeting etc. Mobile
Use -Alexa, Siri, Google Assistant; meetings — Zoom, Gotomeeting, Microsoft meeting, etc.

The Covid-19 pandemic has led to global uncertainties, with extraordinary impact on
economies, nations and life in general. As the world recover from the effect of the pandemic,
the impact of innovation and invention cannot be over emphasised. Despite the shutdown
the world over, nations, people and offices closed, we were able to navigate and work from
our various homes. This was made possible using software and gadgets that enabled
webinars, video calls, video conferencing, tele meeting, teleworking, virtual technology etc.
The need to intensify efforts to establish robust innovation systems and enable access to
effective intellectual property systems that support the development and deployment of the
technologies, products and services is increasingly recognized as part of the solution needed
for transition to a green future.

With the collective wisdom, ingenuity and creativity of innovators, inventors and authors in
every category of IP should come up with more effective ways to shape and create a green
and sustainable future. The IP system has essential and aiding role in supporting this
campaign.

Based on the foregoing, it is advised that:
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